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Organic Chemistry 
 Instructor: Tricia D. Kreitzer 

 Keystone Oaks High School     
 1000 Kelton Avenue       
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 School Phone: (412) 571-6000       
 Voicemail Extension: 1230 

 School Email: Kreitzer@kosd.org  
  
 Class Room: 230  
 Laboratory Room: 232 

    

General Course Description: 

Organic chemistry introduces the student to the chemistry of carbon-containing compounds. Topics will include structure, 
nomenclature, synthesis, and properties of the major classes of organic compounds. A non-mathematical, mechanistic 
approach is used in this course. Stress in the laboratory is on analytical techniques for product separation, purification, and 
synthesis.  

The prerequisite for this course is the successful completion of CP Chemistry I with a minimum of 70 %. 

This course is designed to introduce the student to the language of organic chemistry and to prepare the student for college 
organic chemistry. Since it is a college preparatory course, the expectations for behavior, participation, and effort are 
extremely high. 

This course is a year long with 5 periods per week. 
 
Textbook & Additional Materials: 

Bettelheim, Frederick A., William H. Brown, and Jerry March. Introduction to Organic and Biochemistry. Fifth Edition, 
Thomson / Brooks and Cole, 2004.  

Online resources in conjunction with classroom. 

The student should have the following items for the course: 
1. Pencils, Erasers, and Highlighters  
2. Pocket Folder 

Google Classroom: 

The Join Code is: 8vi469 

Use the Google Classroom. Notes, assignments, handouts, and supplemental instruction will be posted. 

Students must use Google Classroom when absent to keep up-to-date with assignments and content.  

Please add content and comments. 

Please post questions and/or email me Kreitzer@kosd.org. I check my email several times a day. 

mailto:Kreitzer@kosd.org
mailto:Kreitzer@kosd.org


Homework: 

Since this is an elective course, I do not assign very much homework. Occasionally there will be small assignments and 
studying for exams will be necessary outside the classroom. 

Policies: 

I do not anticipate having behavior problems in a class such as Organic Chemistry. It is my philosophy to extend both my 
respect and my greatest effort as an instructor. I ask only the same in return, both for myself and for other classmates. 

Unless otherwise specified, all assignments are to be done individually. Students who copy work from others, or allow their 
own work to be copied are guilty of cheating. Falsifying laboratory results is also cheating. No credit will be given when 
cheating is involved.  

It is my intention to follow a course of study however the schedule must be very flexible to allow for modifications when 
necessary.  

Safety and technology policies are extremely important and must be adhered to at all times. Cell phones are NOT to be out 
sitting on desks. They should be on silent and used appropriately and for educational reasons. If cell phones become a 
distraction, I will not permit at all. No ear buds while instruction, laboratory, and group work. 

Attendance: 

The student is responsible for all information and activities presented in class. Exams, quizzes, and experiments often include 
questions on material presented only in class, so performance on these indirectly reflects attendance.  

It is your responsibility to check if you missed class and turn in any assignment that should have been handed in. If absent, 
the same number of days missed may be used to make up the work using your own time. After that time, assignments will be 
considered late and points will be deducted accordingly. Lab experiments that are missed must be made up on the students' 
own time within one week. 

With regards to school related absences such as field trips and sporting meets, if you are considered present for the school 
day, you must still turn in any assignment that is due on that day or it will be marked late and points deducted. 
If you are missing an exam, you must take the exam the very next day on your own time. Also, it is your responsibility to get 
the future assignments so that they may be completed on time to prevent loss of more points. 

Student Technology Usage 

Students should adhere to District and teacher guidelines when using all technology.  If you cannot follow the guidelines 
provided, you may lose privileges. For serious violations, District Administration and parents will be notified immediately. 

Other forms of technology are utilized in the science classroom and lab including Vernier Sensors, electronic scales, and 
student response systems (aka clickers). Care must be taken at all times. If anything is broken due to malicious behavior, 
students and parents may be held financially responsible. 

Assistance: 

I will be available for help virtually every day before school and possibly after school. If you get tutoring, I ask that you sign-
in the date, time, and topic in my “tutoring notebook.” Feel free to call or email me with any questions or concerns. 

It is recommended that students record names and phone numbers of other class members in the event of any absences. It is 
recommended that students establish "study groups" to facilitate problem solving and test preparation.  

In order to cover the amount of material required, I must assume that students have retained some of the fundamentals         
from previous year(s) of chemistry, and I base my assumptions upon the curriculum covered in first and second years of 
chemistry at Keystone Oaks High School. If you find yourself becoming lost, please get help as soon as possible. 

Laboratory Experiments: 
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The exams will include some questions based on experiences and skills students acquire in the laboratory.  

Lab safety rules will be reviewed and enforced during every lab activity. Goggles must be worn religiously. 

Classroom Rules: 
Be on time and be ready to start class immediately! 

 In order for you not to be marked tardy, you must be in the room before the bell is finished ringing. Do not stand at 
my desk at the beginning of class, there will be time during and at the end of class for questions and concerns; such 
as excuses signed or questions about missed work. There will be impromptu, timed, quizzes at the beginning of class. 
Students are permitted to begin the quizzes as soon as they enter, thus providing more time for completion.  

 After quiz or if there is none, check for papers. All handouts will be placed on the student table; it is your 
responsibility to pick up any papers before class begins. Other supplies, such as notebook paper and highlighters, will 
also be on the student table. Students are encouraged to use the provided supplies. 

Show respect!  

 Listen and do not talk while the teacher or another student is talking. Follow directions carefully and pay attention, 
directions will only be said once!  Do not swear, tease, or harass anybody. Do not touch anything that is not yours 
unless given permission and do not write on desks, chairs, walls, etc. You should be proud of your school and want to 
keep these newly renovated rooms looking good. 

Hall passes will only be used for emergencies.  

 The hall pass is a privilege that the instructor retains the right to deny any student who abuses the rules. You must sign 
out and in when using the hall pass. 

Follow laboratory safety rules. 

 Safety of everyone in the classroom and in the laboratory carries the highest priority. Failure to follow safety rules may 
result in loss of points, loss of credit, and dismissal from class. 

Follow all rules set by Keystone Oaks School District.  

Failure to follow the instructor’s or the school district’s rules will result in discipline according to Keystone Oaks 
School District and the Instructor.  
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Evaluation: 

•   Students and parents are encouraged to use the school’s on-line system that allows parents to stay current with grades, 
assignments, attendance, and discipline information through the internet. Students may check grades with the instructor just 
not during class time. No score from the instructor may be appealed unless the student has kept the assignment in question 
to match against the teacher's records.  

•   Exam dates are announced at least one week in advance. There will be several written exams per grading period and will 
include various formats including multiple choice questions, essays, problems, and drawing. 

• Laboratory experiments will be performed. There will be possibly some calculations or questions to complete after an 
experiment. Points will also be earned or deducted with regards to laboratory techniques and established safety rules. 

• There will be very few homework assignments and they could possibly be collected or spot-checked. 

•   Assignments that are collected must be ready at the beginning of the class period of the due date, otherwise the assignment 
will be considered late. This includes assignments that are forgotten or improperly done. 

• Late assignments that are collected will be penalized as follows: first late day is a loss of 10% of the total possible points, 
second late day is a loss of 30% of the total possible points, after that is an automatic zero for the assignment.  

• Assignments that are not collected but spot-checked must be ready at the beginning of the class period of the due date 
otherwise no credit will be given and there is no acceptance of lateness since these assignments are routinely used as part 
of the day’s lesson. Therefore, there is no credit for late assignments that are spot-checked. 

• All exams and experiments must be completed in order to complete this course. Missed laboratory experiments and exams 
must be made up on the student’s own time within one week of the missed assignment. 

 Make-up exams will be different than the exams given to the class, often more comprehensive. 

• Since most students have demanding schedules, there will be times where deadlines cannot be met. Contact the instructor 
so that arrangements for “excused lateness” of assignments can be made in advance and approved in order to prevent loss 
of points. 

• Class participation is required. In addition to the points earned from all assignments, there will be points for participation 
not only in lab but also in class discussions and activities.  

• Any work missed due to illegal or unexcused absences or tardiness will not be permitted to be made up or turned in. 

• A grade for a marking period can be broken down as follows: 65 % from exams and quizzes; 25 % from lab experiments; 
and 10 % from assignments and participation. 

• Grades are reported as percentages and course grades will be assigned as per Keystone Oaks School District requirements. 
The grading scale is:   

 90 - 100 %  A            80 - 89 %  B            70 - 79 %  C            60 - 69%  D            59 % & Below  F   
   
•   Academic dishonesty will result in failing the course.  

•   I expect each student to submit only the work that he or she has actually performed. Academic dishonesty will result in 
definite failure of the assignment and parents will be contacted. If the dishonest behavior continues, removal and failure of 
the course will result. Violations of academic dishonesty include but are not limited to the following scenarios. 

  
 Presenting someone else's words, ideas, artistry, product or data as one's own, this is also known as plagiarism. Helping 

another commit an act of academic dishonesty, this is an act of collusion or inappropriate assistance.  
 Cheating includes acts of deceit, fraud, distortion of truth, or improper use of another person's effort.  
 Falsifying information or data includes intentional misrepresentation, invention, exaggeration, or alteration whether 

written, verbalized or demonstrated. 
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Resources: 

Primary Textbook: 

Bettelheim, Frederick A., William H. Brown, and Jerry March. Introduction to Organic and Biochemistry.  
Fifth Edition, Thomson / Brooks and Cole, 2004. 

Supplemental Resources: 

Chemistry Comes Alive Series CD-ROMs. Journal of Chemical Education. 

Flinn ChemTopics Lab Manuals. Flinn Scientific. 

Pogil Activities for High School Chemistry. Flinn Scientific, 2015. 

Laboratory Experiment Resources: 

Russo, Tom and Mark Meszaros. Vial Organic I & II. Flinn Scientific. 2001. 

Laboratory Demonstration Resources: 

Bilash II, Borislaw, George R. Gross, and John K. Koob. A Demo a Day. Volumes 1 & 2. Flinn Scientific, 1995& 1998. 

Chemistry Comes Alive Series CD-ROMs. Journal of Chemical Education. 

Schrempp, Chris. Bangs, Flashes, and Explosions. Volume 1. Exploscience Publications, 2005. 

Shakashiri, Bassam Z. Chemical Demonstrations: A Handbook for Teachers of  Chemistry. Volumes 1-5, University of 
Wisconsin: Madison, 1983-1992. 

Summerlin, Lee R. and Ealy, James L., Jr. Chemical Demonstrations. Volumes 1 & 2. American Chemical Society, 1987. 

References & Journals: 

ChemMatters and Journal of Chemical Eduction. American Chemical Socieity, selected issues. 

CollegeBoard.org 

Handbook of Chemistry and Physics, 72nd Edition, CRC Press.  

Merck Index, Eleventh Edition, Merck & Company. 

This syllabus may be revised at the teacher’s discretion.
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